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News



Canada’s 42nd Parliament

• 214 new MPs
– 18 first-time federal MPs in Cabinet

• At least 78 MPs have a formal link to a Universities 
Canada member institution

• 27 of 31 Cabinet Ministers have a university degree
– 5 PhDs, 2 MDs and 1 Rhodes Scholar
– 12 Ministers have at least one university in their riding
– 16 Ministers have a formal link to a Canadian university



Budget highlights

• $2 billion to Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment 
Fund

• $95 million/year to research granting councils and $237.2 
million to Genome Canada

• $800 million to innovation networks and
clusters

• $73 million to Post-Secondary Industry
Partnership and Cooperative Placement
Initiative

• $2.6 billion to Indigenous education 



Embracing our narrative



A new political landscape

• Crisis  grievance  accomplishment  ambition

• Majority government

• Joined-up efforts
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Policy development



Rating universities’ performance

Thinking just about Canadian universities, how would 
you rate their performance in each of the following 
areas?
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Essential to Canada's prosperity

Doing research that is valuable to society

Employing highly qualified and skilled
professors

Providing students with learning that will
help them contribute to society

Advancing the knowledge level of society

Staying modern and up to date in how
they teach students

Helping equip students with the skills they
and Canada will need in the future

Doing research that is helpful to Canada’s 
economic prospects

Very good (81 to 100) Good (61 to 80) Adequate (41 to 60)

Poor (20 to 40) Very poor (0 to 19)
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Seizing Opportunities

1. Impact in Ottawa

2. Mindshare

3. Canada @ 150



Impact in Ottawa 

To help protect your privacy, PowerPoint has blocked automatic download of this picture.



Mindshare thought leadership series

• 6 signature events
– Energy: April 18, Edmonton
– Cybersecurity: May 12, Vancouver
– Reconciliation: June 17, Winnipeg
– Quebec, Toronto and Halifax events

into 2016

• Opinion leader roundtables
• Campus-led events
• Cultivating champions



Canada @ 150

• 428 days until sesquicentennial

• Save the date!
– Canada@150 conference: February 6-7, 2017



Board matters / Boards matter

• Autonomy



Board matters / Boards matter

• Supporting the president



Board matters / Boards matter

• Challenges to Board leadership



Board matters / Boards matter

• Reconciliation and university governance



Board matters / Boards matter

• Stewardship



Towards 2017



Thank you

pdavidson@univcan.ca
www.univcan.ca
@paulhdavidson
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